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Introduction 

 

The national COVID-19 Nursing Admission and Shift Assessment is being updated based upon 

feedback from the field.  This release contains updates to the VA-COVID-19 NSG ADMISSION 

AND SHIFT ASSESSMENT, VA-COVID-19 NSG ADMISSION SCREENING and VA-

COVID-29 NSG IV INSERT AND MAINTENANCE dialogs.   

 

 

The updates are as follows: 

1. Removal of COVID-19 Lab Results and COVID-19 Screening display from the VA-

COVID-19 NSG ADMISSION AND SHIFT ASSESSMENT and VA-COVID-19 NSG 

ADMISSION SCREENING.  This update removes the health summary object but 

continues to allow staff to complete the COVID-19 screening as needed. 

 

2. Local elements added (related to ordering consult services instructional text) to allow 

staff to customize or disable as appropriate to meet their local workflow.  They include: 

a. VAL-GP COVID NSG SPEECH CONSULT 

b. VAL-COVID NSG CONSULT TEXT LANGUAGE 

c. VAL-COVID NSG CONSULT TEXT PSYCHOSOCIAL SW 

d. VAL-COVID NSG CONSULT TEXT PSYCHOSOCIAL CHAPLAIN 

e. VAL-GP COVID NSG YES SOC WORK 

f. VAL-GP COVID NSG DIETITIAN CONSULT OPTION 

 

3. New Content has been added.  The new content is added to the Adult System Assessment 

and includes: 

a. Isolation 

b. Positioning Interventions (Breathing/Oxygenation/Airway Clearance) 

c. Oral Care 

 

4. Substance Screening changed from a selection to a question with yes or no answer 

options. 

 

5. Not Applicable option added to the Infectious Disease Screening.  MRSA swab text 

updated to reflect local policy and Infectious Disease Coordinator updated to MDRO 

Prevention Coordinator. 
 

6. Revised Mobility content. 
 

7. Free text box added to individual breath sounds documentation section to allow users to 

document more than one breath sound in each lobe. 
 

8. Cough is now a selection instead of a consistent header. 
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9. Integumentary content changes as follows: 

a. Added health summary object to display previously documented pressure injury 

stages. 

b. Location prompt added under incision option. 

c. Ability to capture hospital acquired pressure injury  

d. Ability to document two additional pressure injuries under each stage. 

 

10. PICC and central line insertion preparedness text updated to include full body fenestrated 

drape and chlorhexidine  

 

11. Urinary catheter insertion section updated to separate indwelling from 

intermittent/straight catheters. 
 

12. Additional health factors added to the Positioning section, oral care, skin assessment, and 

urinary catheter section. 

 

UPDATE_2_0_135 contains 1 Reminder Exchange entry:  

       UPDATE_2_0_135 VA-NSG ADMISSION AND SHIFT ASSESSMENT UPDATE 2.0 

 

The exchange file contains the following components: 

                 

 

TIU TEMPLATE FIELD 

EDIT 20+                               

VA-NSG LIV ARRANGE                     

EDIT 60+                               

VA-NSG EMPL STATUS                     

VA-NSG SENSORY DEVICES                 

VA-NSG SENSORY DEFICIT                 

WORD 65                                

VA-NSG DRAINAGE METHOD                 

VA-NSG DRAIN TYPE                      

VA-NSG DRAINAGE METHOD1                

VA-NSG TUBE TYPE                       

VA-NSG CT DRAINAGE                     

VA-NSG CT DSG                          

VA-NSG CHEST TUBE TYPE                 

DATE & TIME                            

VA-NSG URINE CATH SITE                 

VA-NSG URINE CATH                      

EDIT 12+                               

WORD 1 LINE                            

VA*W-P2LINES                           

BLANK TEXT FIELD FOR DIALOGS           

BLANK TEXT                             

NSG SUBCUTANEOUS LINE STATUS           
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NSG SUBCUTEANOUS SITE CONDITION        

TEXT (1-30 CHAR)                       

NSG SUBCUTANEOUS DRESSING ASSESSMENT   

TEXT (1-40 CHAR)                       

TEXT 3 SPACES                          

NSG SUBCUTANEOUS LOCATION              

NSG MIDLINE DISCONTINUE                

NSG MIDLINE LINE STATUS                

NSG MIDLINE SITE CONDITION             

NSG MIDLINE DRESSING CONDITION         

NSG MIDLINE INSERTION AID              

NSG MIDLINE SIZE AND TYPE              

NSG MIDLINE LOCATION                   

NSG CENTRAL LINE DISCONTINUE           

NSG CENTRAL LINE STATUS                

NSG CENTRAL LINE SITE CONDITION        

NSG CENTRAL LINE DRESSING              

NSG CENTRAL LINE CONFIRMATION          

NSG CENTRAL LINE SIZE AND LUMEN        

NSG CENTRAL LINE LOCATION              

NSG PORT LINE STATUS                   

NSG PORT SITE CONDITION                

NSG PORT DRESSING                      

NSG PORT LUMENS                        

NSG PICC DISCONTINUE                   

NSG PICC LINE STATUS                   

NSG PICC SITE CONDITION                

NSG PICC DRESSING CONDITION            

TEXT (1-10 CHAR)                       

NSG PICC STYLET STATUS                 

TEXT (1-15 CHAR)                       

NSG PICC CONFIRMATION METHOD           

NSG PICC SIZE AND TYPE                 

NSG PICC LOCATION                      

YES ONLY                               

NSG IV LINE STATUS                     

NSG IV SITE CONDITION                  

NSG IV DRESSING CONDITION              

NSG IV INSERTION AID                   

YES/NO                                 

EDIT 45(NOT REQUIRED)                  

VA-NSG GU SYMPT                        

VA-NSG GU COLOR CHAR                   

VA-NSG GU ELIM                         

VA-NSG ABD DESC                        

VA-NSG BS                              
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VA-NSG FLATUS                          

VA-NSG BM AMT                          

VA-NSG BM COLOR                        

VA-NSG BM DESC                         

DATE/TIME NOT REQ                      

EDIT 25+                               

VA-NSG SPUTUM CONSISTENCY              

VA-NSG SPUTUM AMT                      

VA-NSG SPUTUM COLOR                    

VA-NSG TRACH CARE                      

VA-NSG SKIN                            

VA-NSG DRAINAGE                        

VA-NSG DRSG                            

VA-NSG SUCTION BEDSIDE                 

VA-NSG SPARE AIRWAY                    

VA-NSG SAFETY TXT                      

EDIT 20                                

VA-NSG TRACH                           

VA-NSG STOMA                           

VA-NSG SUCTION TOL                     

VA-NSG SUCTION METHOD                  

VA-NSG BREATH SOUNDS                   

VA-NSG BREATH AUSC                     

VA-NSG BIPAP                           

VA-NSG O2 METHOD                       

VA-NSG OXYGEN                          

VA-NSG SCD                             

RIGHT/LEFT/BIL                         

VA-NSG CAP REF                         

NURRN                                  

VA-NSG HR                              

VA-NSG ORIENT                          

VA-NSG UPPER EXT STRENGTH              

VA-NSG MUSC EXT                        

VA-NSG BEHAVIOR                        

YES -OR- NO                            

VA-NSG PUPILS                          

VA-NSG MM                              

VA-NSG SED SCALE                       

VA-NSG CPOT MUSC TENSE                 

VA-NSG CPOT VOCAL                      

VA-NSG CPOT BODY MVMT                  

VA-NSG CPOT FACIAL                     

VA-NSG PAIN                            

EDIT 25                                

VA VANOD VHA DIRECTIVE 1352            
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ONS COVID SOP                          

ONS COVID RESOURCES                    

VA-NSG ADMIT EMAIL                     

 

HEALTH FACTORS   

VA-REMINDER UPDATES                      

VA-UPDATE_2_0_135                        

VA-TRAVEL SCREEN [C]                     

VA-COVID-19 NOT WAITING FOR LABS         

VA-COVID-19 WAITING FOR LABS             

VA-TRAVEL DIARRHEA NO                    

VA-TRAVEL DIARRHEA YES                   

VA-COVID SCREEN NEGATIVE                 

VA-COVID SCREEN POSITIVE                 

VA-TRAVEL FLU NO                         

VA-TRAVEL FLU YES                        

VA-TRAVEL COUGH NO                       

VA-TRAVEL COUGH YES                      

VA-TRAVEL FEVER NO                       

VA-TRAVEL FEVER YES                      

VA-COVID-19 NO PRIOR DIAGNOSIS           

VA-COVID-19 NOT RECOVERED                

VA-COVID-19 RECOVERED                    

VA-COVID-19 PRIOR DIAGNOSIS              

VA-SUICIDE RISK EVALUATION TYPE [C]      

VA-SUICIDE RISK UPDATE EVALUATION        

VA-SUICIDE RISK NEW EVALUATION           

VA-ED TRIAGE [C]                         

VA-ED TRIAGE SI UNABLE TO ANSWER         

ONS RA GENITOURINARY                     

ONS RA URINARY CATHETER DATE REMOVED     

ONS AA GENITOURINARY                     

ONS AA URINARY CATHETER ON ADMISSION     

ONS RA URINARY CATHETER DATE INSERTED    

SKIN ASSESSMENT                          

OTHER WOUND LOCATION                     

SKIN INTEGRITY - WOUND                   

PRESSURE ULCER STAGE                     

MUCOSAL MEM PI #3                        

MUCOSAL MEM PI #2                        

MUCOSAL MEM PI                           

PRESSURE ULCER REASSESSMENT              

NEW PRESSURE ULCER                       

PRESSURE ULCER REASSESS - CHANGE         

SUSPECTED DEEP TISSUE INJURY             

UNABLE TO STAGE (PU)                     
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STAGE IV                                 

STAGE III                                

STAGE II                                 

STAGE I                                  

UNABLE TO STAGE (PU) #5                  

UNABLE TO STAGE (PU) #4                  

UNABLE TO STAGE (PU) #3                  

UNABLE TO STAGE (PU) #2                  

MUCOSAL MEM PI #5                        

MUCOSAL MEM PI #4                        

STAGE IV #5                              

STAGE IV #4                              

STAGE IV #3                              

STAGE IV #2                              

STAGE III #5                             

STAGE III #4                             

STAGE III #3                             

STAGE III #2                             

STAGE II #5                              

STAGE II #4                              

STAGE II #3                              

STAGE II #2                              

STAGE I #5                               

STAGE I #4                               

STAGE I #3                               

STAGE I #2                               

SUSPECTED DEEP TISSUE INJURY #5          

SUSPECTED DEEP TISSUE INJURY #4          

SUSPECTED DEEP TISSUE INJURY #3          

SUSPECTED DEEP TISSUE INJURY #2          

SKIN HIGH RISK FACTORS                   

MED DEVICE PI                            

ONS RA SKIN ASSESSMENT                   

ONS RA SKIN PROBLEM-SURGICAL INCISION    

VANOD SKIN REMINDER TERMS                

VANOD SKIN REASSESSMENT                  

VANOD SKIN INITIAL                       

SKIN TEMPERATURE                         

SKIN TURGOR                              

SKIN MOISTURE                            

SKIN COLOR                               

ONS AA VASCULAR ACCESS                   

VA-ONS AA SUBCUTANEOUS ON ADMISSION      

VA-ONS AA MIDLINE ON ADMISSION           

ONS AA CENTRAL LINE #1 ON ADMISSION      

VA-ONS AA PORT ON ADMISSION              
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VA-ONS AA PICC ON ADMISSION              

VA-ONS POSITIONING (C)                   

VA-ONS POSITION-LYING RIGHT SIDE         

VA-ONS POSITION-LYING LEFT SIDE          

VA-ONS POSITION-SUPINE                   

VA-ONS POSITION-PRONE                    

VA-ONS POSITION-SITTING                  

VA-ORAL CARE                             

VA-ORAL CARE ASSIST DENTURE/PARTIAL-YES  

VA-ORAL CARE ASSISTED BRUSHING 1         

VA-ORAL CARE EVENING SHIFT               

VA-ORAL CARE DAY SHIFT                   

AVPU                                     

AVPU UNRESPONSIVE                        

AVPU PAIN                                

AVPU VOICE                               

AVPU ALERT                               

VA-ONS COVID-19                          

VA-ONS COVID-19 ADMIT & SHIFT ASSESS     

VA-ONS COVID-19 ADMISSION SCREEN         

VA-ONS COVID-19 IV INSERT MAINTAIN        

 

REMINDER SPONSOR                            

Office of Nursing Service        

VHA ONCOLOGY                     

Office of Mental Health Services 

Mental Health Services           

 

REMINDER TERM                                

VA-REMINDER UPDATE_2_0_135                

VA-C-SSRS DONE TODAY POSITIVE QUESTION 8  

VA-C-SSRS DONE TODAY POSITIVE QUESTION 5  

VA-C-SSRS DONE TODAY POSITIVE QUESTION 4  

VA-C-SSRS DONE TODAY POSITIVE QUESTION 3  

VA-BL C-SSRS DONE TODAY POSITIVE          

VA-BL C-SSRS DONE TODAY                   

VA-BL COVID NSG ADMISSION DATE            

 

REMINDER DEFINITION 

VA-BL C-SSRS DONE TODAY POSITIVE 

VA-BL 24 HOURS FROM ADMISSION 

 

REMINDER DIALOG 

VA-COVID-19 NSG ADMISSION AND SHIFT ASSESSMENT 

VA-COVID-19 NSG ADMISSION SCREENING            

VA-COVID-19 NSG IV INSERTION AND MAINTENANCE   
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HEALTH SUMMARY TYPE 

VA-CSRE DONE TODAY    

VA-PRESSURE ULCER     

VA-VANOD BRADEN SCALE 

 

HEALTH SUMMARY OBJECTS 

VA-CSRE DONE TODAY (TIU)  

VA-PRESSURE ULCER (TIU)   

VA-VANOD BRADEN SCALE     

 

TIU DOCUMENT DEFINITION 

VA-CSRE DONE TODAY       

PRESSURE ULCER           

VA-VANOD BRADEN SCALE    

    

Pre-Install 
 

1. Sites may want to print out an inquiry to the VA-COVID-19 NSG ADMISSION AND 

SHIFT ASSESSMENT dialog or check for quick orders in the VA-COVID-19 NSG 

ADMISSION AND SHIFT ASSESSMENT dialog and have those available when 

installing this dialog.  Below are the names of the elements you can check for quick 

orders: 

OI-COVID NSG CONSULT SOC WORK 

OI-COVID NSG CONSULT CHAPLAIN 

OI-COVID NSG CONSULT DIETITIAN 

OI-COVID NSG CONSULT SPEECH 

VAL-VANOD OI WOUND CONSULT 

 

2. Sites may want to print out an inquiry to the VA-COVID-19 NSG ADMISSION AND 

SHIFT ASSESSMENT dialog or check local groups and elements for local content and 

have the sequence items available for post install.  Below are the names of the groups and 

elements where local content may have been added: 

 

Dialog Groups: 

VAL-COVID NSG LOCAL CONTENT GROUP  

VAL-COVID NSG LOCAL ALERTS HIGH RISK INFO ONLY 

Dialog Element: 

VAL-COVID NURSING RESOURCES 
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Install Details 
 
This update is being distributed as a mailman message. you will have a vista mail message with 

subject of UPDATE 135.   

    

Installation: 

============= 

This update can be loaded with users on the system. Installation will take less around 45 minutes. 

 

 

Install Example 
To load the mailman message. Navigate to reminder exchange in Vista, choose load mailman 

message, you should load the mailman message labeled UPDATE 135.  
 

You should see a message at the top of your screen that the file successfully loaded. 

 

Search and locate an entry titled UPDATE_2_0_135 VA-NSG ADMISSION AND SHIFT 

ASSESSMENT UPDATE 2.0 in reminder exchange.  
 

 
At the Select Action prompt, enter IFE for Install Exchange File Entry 

Enter the number that corresponds with your entry UPDATE_2_0_135 VA-NSG ADMISSION 

AND SHIFT ASSESSMENT UPDATE 2.0 (in this example it is entry 154 it will vary by site). 

The date of the exchange file should be 04/28/2020. 
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At the Select Action prompt, type IA for Install all Components and hit enter. 

Select Action: Next Screen// IA   Install all Components   

You will see several prompts, for all new entries you will choose I to Install 

For components that already exists but the packed component is different, you will choose O to 

OVERWRITE. 

  

You will be promped to install the FIRST reminder dialog component – You 

will choose to install all even though the components have an X to indicate 

that they exist. These components have been updated and should be installed. 

 
At the Select Action prompt, type IA to install the dialog – VA-COVID-19 NSG ADMISSION 

AND SHIFT ASSESSMENT 

Select Action: Next Screen// IA   Install All   

Install reminder dialog and all components with no further changes: Y// Yes 
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After completing this dialog install, you will type Q. 

   
You will be promped to install the SECOND reminder dialog component – 

You will choose to install all even though the components have an X to 

indicate that they exist. These components have been updated and should be 

installed.  

 
At the Select Action prompt, type IA to install the dialog – VA-COVID-19 NSG ADMISSION 

SCREENING 

Select Action: Next Screen// IA   Install All   

Install reminder dialog and all components with no further changes: Y// Yes 
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After completing this dialog install, you will type Q. 

You will be promped to install the THIRD reminder dialog component – You 

will choose to install all even though the components have an X to indicate 

that they exist. These components have been updated and should be installed.   
You will then be prompted to install the health summary objects.  

For components that already exists but the packed component is different, you will choose S to 

Skip.  

 
At the Select Action prompt, type IA to install the dialog – VA-COVID-19 NSG IV 

INSERTION AND MAINTENANCE 

Select Action: Next Screen// IA   Install All   

Install reminder dialog and all components with no further changes: Y// Yes 
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After completing this dialog install, you will type Q. 

 

You will see several prompts, for all new entries you will choose I to Install 

For components that already exists but the packed component is different, you will choose S to 

SKIP. 

 

 
You will then be returned to this screen. At the Select Action prompt, type Q.   

 

Install complete. 
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Post Installation 
 

1. Add any quick orders to your dialogs as needed. 

   

a. Map your local social work consult (or update text to reflect local process) to OI-

COVID NSG CONSULT SOC WORK element.   

 

b. Map your local Chaplain Consult order (or update text to reflect local process) to the 

reminder element OI-COVID NSG CONSULT CHAPLAIN. 

 

c. Map your local Dietitian Consult (or update text to reflect local process) to the 

reminder element OI-COVID NSG CONSULT DIETITIAN. 

 

d. Map your local Speech Consult (or update text to reflect local process) to the 

reminder element OI-COVID NSG SPEECH CONSULT. 

 

e. Map your local Wound Care Consult (or update text to reflect local process) to the 

reminder element VAL-VANOD OI WOUND CONSULT. 

 

 

2. Populate local reminder dialog groups if needed. (Optional) 

NOTE:  Adding documentation requirements is strongly discouraged unless content 

is directly related to patient safety such as alert components from the shift assessment 

(i.e. NEWS alert).  The preference is to utilize the dialog group in the shift assessment 

as content added to the main dialog page must be limited to alerts/high risk 

information.  Added content to either location must have the approval of the facility’s 

nursing leadership (i.e. Nurse Executive Board).  VA medical facilities must ensure 

that added content does not negatively affect system performance. 

 

a. If the dialog group(s) are enabled, the following items must be uploaded to the 

Nursing Informatics Council Share Point Site tracker:  

(The tracker can be accessed via the following link: VA Enterprise Approved 

Standard Template Request ) 

 

i. Added documentation content description 

ii. Documented facility approval as outlined in note above. 

 

b. The two local dialog groups are: 

i. VAL-COVID NSG LOCAL CONTENT GROUP  

ii. VAL-COVID NSG LOCAL ALERTS HIGH RISK INFO ONLY 

https://dvagov.sharepoint.com/sites/VACOVACOOHIA/Nursing%20Informatics/vaww.vaco.portal.va.gov/NIC/NI_Council/Lists/Templates%20Tracker/AllItems.aspx
https://dvagov.sharepoint.com/sites/VACOVACOOHIA/Nursing%20Informatics/vaww.vaco.portal.va.gov/NIC/NI_Council/Lists/Templates%20Tracker/AllItems.aspx
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3. Add any local hyperlinks to the Resource section.  (Optional) 

a. The VAL-COVID NURSING RESOURCES element is pre-populated with 

hyperlinks to the VA COVID-19 Nursing Documentation SOP, ONS COVID-19 

Resources Webpage, and VHA Directive 1352, Prevention and Management of 

Pressure Injuries.  Site may populate this element with additional local resources as 

appropriate. 

 

NOTE: If there are any questions or problems during the installation, please notify your local IT 

support to log a national help desk ticket or contact the VA Service Desk and have them submit a 

national ticket to: 

Category: Affected Service 

Affected Service: VistA – CPRS: Clinical Reminders  


